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WASHINGTON.

LIBERTY AND UKION, NOW AND FOREVER, ONN AND

INSEPARABLE."

extend no further.
Be

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29, 1864.

RECLAMATIONS AGAINST GREAT BRITAIN.

We had proposed to offer to our readers some
observations on the disposition manifested by a
portion of the public press, and by leaders of opin-| “* * *+ »
ion in Congress and elsewhere, to magnify the
grounds of popular dissatisfaction agsinst Great
Britain because of her alleged unfriendliness to
the United States at the present time, But the
views which we had intended to submit are, under

one head at least, 55 well presented by the Boston
Courier that we shall do little more than reoall the
memoranda which it reproduces for the instruction
of its readers.

Prof. THEOPHILUS PARSONS, of the Cambridge
Law Bchool, in a recent communication to the Bos-
ton Daily Advertiser, has avowed the opinion that
“when peace comes the questions between us and
England will be indeed of the gravest character.”
The origin of these ¢ questions’ is indicated ir
the following reference to the depredations on 0UT
commerce committed by the insurgent oruisers
which have evaded the vigilance of the British
autherities by escaping to sea from British ports.
He says :

“We onghi not to forget—ahe should not be suffered to
farg:: anrlgit will ba in fniu to nsk cur people to fnrglzt.-.-
that the final reason and motive which induced the Eog-
lish Government to put any cbeck on the piracy which
went forth from the shores and dock-yards of England on
its oareer of destiuction, snd found in British porte the
means of continuing thet career, was the four that when
she was agaio engaged in any war her own eommerce
would, on her own prineiples snd her own praetice, be
swept from the seas by ships built, srmed, sud manced in

Amwerican ports.”
To this he adds:

“ d be sorry to think I could be more desirous
thanll.:g‘i nmothat zhen our reclamations for her wrongs
are made agaiust England they shoull be pressed with the
urgency dus to our rights, but with the deceney and deco-
rum due to our e lf-respect, and therefore not as the de
mands of England wera preukad on us in the matter of the

i our of our waskness, )
TTi:‘IE]::r:hi‘:l tbundmt reason, of the utmost weight, why
we should not commit the disagreeable filly of retorting
wrorg by wrong, or insole y ins e. But n;_ Leg-
son why we should not think and call that wrong which is
g0, and that insolence which is so. When sha charges us
with & great wrong, without waiting to know what we do
in the way of acknowledgment or reparation, and brings
this charge in terms of contemptuons cbloquy, there is no
reason why we should not eny to her, and ehow to. her,
that if we have done this wrong it was because we violat-
ed rules which Englaud has broken, and disregarded rights
aod prineiples which England has murneq. and fnl]‘lnwsd
too crolely pracedents which Krglard has given us.

Another correspondent of the same jonrnal, un-
der the signature of «“ Privatus,” appears to us to
take & much more judicious view of the w:hole sub-
jeet, when, in controverting sowe of L.h ideas pre.
valent in this country at the present time, he says:

“ only has it been said that our people will not for-
get I;?"i;tiah’mmlenta, but it is implied that, in considera-
tion of certain grave questicns yet to be setiled between
the two countrier, it mwy become their duty not to forget
it. That the prophecy is true, I have no doubt. The Iao-
’[' will not forget their lesson  That the contingent duty
will be serupulcusly discharged by the msjority of our eiti-

king grave guestions graver is not to turn pas-
on ?:tau::.onugagua. li‘ur with too many of the people it
is and will te passion, however cooler and wiser men may
take it. Not only not to forget, but to blister t_bamcmary
from time to time lest you should ft_)rget. 16 indeed the
bigh road to s very grave way of wettling grave questions
If settlement means war, apply the bisst to publie opinion.
If, however, peaca is the gosl, I would meekly suggest that
m; nursing will be neceasary to keep our wrath sufficiently
warm for all diplomatie purposes. Insolent manners are,
indeed, & sore trial ti neighbors, and itis a ‘my that we
bave to desl with rome saucy boys, Iir‘l‘ll'l will only grow
more ssucy 88 we grow more sogry. 'To be sure, there is
the rod. Trus,if you bad not a bruiser bebind to manage
To go into a war, the result r_\f which would be I.Fm mutual
devastation of commerce, wnl.I] peace as the fruit of eom-
mon exhsustion, might yield little national glory and lees
mﬂ?:lrsf:':,ilmd let those bresk a lance, if they thiok it
worth woile, who doubt whether she can fight her own
battles. 1t is for our own rake rather than bers. that I
urge that we should not work ourcelves up into implacnble
bitterness. Il we have ju:t c_'lnl_ml aghinst her, we shall
find in & enlm, steadfnet, aod dignified dou:mnpr the surest
mesns of asserting snd eatablishing them. The popular
will, just now, neets the curb more than the spur. 1t may
seem to ba & harmlees pastime to pour out phil'ppies on
Epgland, It is only thrice slaying the slain.  But, inne-
much s by-and-by every ooe of theas may be found lying
across the path to amity and uion, it may be wise to seek
out & more perfect way "'

Those who have so much respect for British pre-
cedents which countenance extreme belligerent
rights, will, it is hoped, have some respeot for the
precedents of onr own country in the matter of re-
clamations for spoliations eommitted on commerce
by belligerent erniscrs which have escaped from a
peutral port. On this head we cite the memoran-
da reprodnced by the Boston Courier:

“ In the South American wurs of independence the sym
pathies of & vast number of our people were enlisted on
the side of the insurgents, and the active nature of those
sympatbies gave great trouble to the Government. In this
general revolt of the Spanish and Portuguese colonies Uru-
guay, then better kncwn ne the Banda Oriental, was in
arms to assert its liberty. Gen. Artigas was regarded as
the hero of the revolution, and eertain citizens of
Baltimote, resembling, na the London Star obsertes,
rgomewhat our own disinterested Liverpool shipown-
ere, imagined that they eaw s fair chance of plunder
which would be justified by the public feeling. Aeccord-
ingly they surreptitionaly fitted out privateers, ralsed the
fing of Gen. Artigas, and sullied out to eapture Portuguese
traders. The result was of course that the Portuguese
Mivister complained to the United States Government,
and demanded repayment, at its hands, of the losees thus
inflicted upon Portuguese merchants. Curiously, one of
the grounds of his complaint was that Gen. Artigas had
oo ports at his command, and that therefore ships under
his flag were mers pirates, not entitled to belligerent
rights. In reply to these demands Jobo Quiney Adame,
then Secreiary of State, wrote the letter given below,
which has beeu reproduced by the Manchester (England)
Examiner from a message of Premdent Fillmore to Con-
gress in January, 1852

Jokn Q. Adams to the Uhenul{e'r Correa (,fe Sgrra,
“DEPARTMENT OF BTATE, MARCH 14, 1848

“gin: Your letter of the Sth instant, complaining of
the capture of thres Portuguese ships by privateers, said
to be titted out in the United States, manned by American
orews, and commanded by American oaptaion, though un-
der colors other than thoee of the United 8iates, has been
“gﬂ"l':: Government of the United th_toc baving ased all
the means in its power to present the htm_.. out and arm-
ing of veseels ia their porta Go oruise sgainst any nation
with whom they are at pesce, and having faithfully earried
into exesution the laws enactad to preserve inviolats the
neutral and pacific obligatiois of this Union, eannot eon-
sider iteell bound {o judemnily individusl foreigners for
losses by captures over which the United Btates have nei.
ther control nor jurisdietion, For such avents no untlop
oan in prineiple, nor does in practics, hold itself responai.
ble. A decisive renson for this, if thers wera no other, is
the inability to provide n tribunal befure which the faots
oan be proved. ;

* The documerts to which you refer must of course be
ex gmrte statomenta, which in Portugal or Beazil, as well
as in this country, conld only serve us a foundation for se-
tions in damnges, or for the prosecution and trinl of the
persons anpposed Lo have eommiited ithe depredations and
outrages nlleged in them.  Should the pariies come with-
in the jurisdiction of the United States thera sre eonrts
of admiraity competent to nscertain the facts upon litiga-

‘' Be pleased, sir, to neoépt the muj-anu. &e.
“Joun Q. Apams.
“The Chevalier Correa de Berra,” o

is an extract, but with no better success :

M. Correa de Serra to My, Adams.

“ WasHINGTON, MARCH 17, 1519
. Only & pretended Arl.iau.n flag rugsi®t
anas, taking our ships and property; snd it happgsnicl
this flag is the only ooe not entitled to the neutral 1ean,
by the law of nations may be allowed to the g Brtify you
in the capacity of minister of my sovereigBa rtigus and
solemnly, and officially too if necessary, % untries that
his followers have been expelled far ber of navigating,
could afford them the least means and®), y sea.  What be-
and consequently have no right tg flis lag—the rights of
i reasos.; i
;lt lfilrti';’ delegation of ights of the authority that
BIVER S he comwissigyy, . ite new in the history of the
: uﬂt‘; phenomeno auppc?n that s Swiss flag i e
o world. Lok.", hearance at ses, whst would be
h:”‘ e tm'd" shment? Where is the Swiss port from
o 3;"'1“ 11 tuke their departure and be fitted or re-
';n:l Yitre the Swiss court of sdmiralty that could
jud prizes? If some other nations sllow them the
s g:,mr ports and courts, she deserts by that act the
“f,nd of neutrality, becomes the ally offensive, making
somumon osuse with the Helvetic body by lending bim the
means he has not by himself of annoyivg his oppinents. *
“If the artignn flag 18 once declared illegal, and the
prizes made under it acts of piracy, all occasions of bitter-
vess and mistrust are done away, and our two nations are
immediately in those relations, each to the other, thut the
natare of their situations naturally ealls for—perpstual
amity oo both sides, and friendly, twutual, advautageous
intercourse forever,"”

It will be perceived that here the very same demnnd
was proseed officially upon our Government that many of
our newspapers and public men have continually urged as
the duty of England, pamely, that ths acts of hostile
oruisors be declared piracy and their flag illegal. But our
Goveroment declined to accede to the demand. Portugal
kept alive the claim for many years, but it was at last
brought to an end by the following peremptory letter of
Mr. Clayton, in 1850, to the representative of her Most
Faithful Majesty :

MR, CLAYTON TO MR. J, C. DE FIGANIERE E MORAO.

{ “ DEPARTMENT OF BTATE,
‘* Washington, May 30, 1850,

“The undersigned, Becretary of Btate of the Uri‘ed
BStates of America, has the honor to scknowledge the re-
ceipt of the note which the Min'ster Resident of her Most
Fuithful Majesty addressed to him on the 25th instant, in-
viting attention to depredations on the commerce of Por-
tugal, committed thirty of forty years ago by citizane, it
is alleged, of this country, and in vesse's owned and fitted
out by them, to eruise uoder the flag of Artigas, the noted
Banda Oriental chief, for the redress of which unlawful
acta the Minister of Portugal assures the undersigned that
his Government has never cesscd to hold that of the
United States bound by well-known prineiples of the law
of nationa.
“ The undersignad is surprised at the reappearanca of
these obsolate reclsmstions, sceompanied by the mt:tewn]
of the ancient proposition to appoint 8 joint commission to
determine snd assess damages—a proposition which was
rejected at the time upon substantisl grounds; and, with-
out the Minister's assuranca to that eflect, the undersigned
would oot have supposed it eredible that Portugal seriously
cherished any intention to revive them. In reply, there
fore, to the note which the Minister of ber Most Faithful
Majesty has presented in the nsme of his Government, the
undereigned must now, by the President’s order, inform
him that he deelines reopening the proflered discus
ol - R
* The undersigned avails himself of this ccossion to re.
new to the Mimster Resident of her Most Faithful Mujesty
the assurance of his high eonsideration.

“ JouN M. CLAYTON.

“The Commander J. C. de Figeniere & Morao."

Itis difficult to see how, with such a record, we ean
appesr na claimants for damagee at the Court of 8t. James
on aeccount of the eaptures made by vessels fitted out in
England for ‘“the Confederates.” The case of Portugal
against this country was strongar than any which we can
bring against England, and the losses of that Power (near-
Iy two millions) were proportionnl'y as great as or greater
from the depredations of the Artigae-Baltimore privateers
than ours bhave been from the Confederites. The Portu-
guese complained, as we complain, that due precautions
wera not taken to prevent Lhe escape of privateers from
neutral ports ; but our Government never would admit
this, and it eannot expect such & concession from England
on the present oecasion.

THE HOLYDAY SEASON.

We are again called to greet our readers on the
retura of the holyday season, which sets its golden
signet on -the cirele of “the rolling monthsand
the revolving year.”” On the night of Saturday
last the eve of Christmastide, the social festival
which, like a herald, precedes the coming of the
sacred day, was celebrated in many homes through-
out our broad land, amid the merry greetings of
friends and the innocent mirthfulness of children,
with their hearts ever open more to the joys than
the sorrows of life. And yesterday the sound of
the church-going bell ran into Christmas chimes,
calling the reverent of all ereeds to rejoice in the
wondrous nativity of that ¢ greater man,” the
second Adam, and Lord from heaven, who, by his
life and his death, has power to atone for man’s
first disobedience and teo regain the blissful seat lost
amid the bowers of Kden. And to-day the social
pleasures which are immemorially associated with
the sdvent of the festal day shall swell the tide
of joy which yesterday found expression in songs
of praise and vows of thanksgiving.

It is thus that Christmas comes with a benison
both for the life that now is and that which is to
come, erccting a8 it does the altar of fireside joys
by the side of that on which incense in offered to
the Most High. Happy they who can mingle the
voice of earthly happiness with the songs of hes-
venly thanksgiving !

But we must not forget that to many in all parts
of our unhappy land this anniversary comes with
its mementoes of private sorrow and public cala-
mity, weighing heavily upon wounded hearts in
which only fresh notes of lamentation and woe are
waked by the echoes of the joy that bursts from
others’ lips. Alas! that the doors of the temple of
Janus should be still expanded wide on the day
that commemorates the birth of the Princo of
Peace! He chose for the time of his incarnation
a period in the world’s bistory when universal
peace reigned on sea and land throughout the ba-
bitable world. As Milton sings :

i No war or battle sound

Was heard the world around :

‘I hie idle sponr and shield were high up bung,
The hooked chariot stood
Unsatain'd with hostile blood ;

The trumpet spake not to the srmed throng ;

And kings st atill with awful eye,
As if they surely knew their sovran Lopd was by.

' But peaceful was the night
Wherein the Prince of Light
Hin reign of peaco upon the earlh began.”

The nativity of Christ was the prelude to
His passion. If He was the great peace-bringer,
[Te was also the groat ercss-bearer of the race; and
if even He learned obedience by the things which
He suffered, who among the mons of earth has a
right to murmur and repine at the allotments of
that providenoce which awards to us the evil as well

an the good of this our mortal life'?

manner represented
of nations the obligations of the American Goveroment

A year later the Portuguese Mivister made another
strong repressutation of the case, from which the following
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the Committee on Foreign
7, the following resolution :

At Congrees has a constitutional right to
8 voice in declaring and prescribing the fo-
! of the United Blates, as well in the recogni-
reign g Powers as in other things, acd it is the eonsti-
tiog @ity of the President to respect that policy, not lees
Ugplomatio relations than in the use of the national forees
on suthorized by law, and the propriety of any declare-
on of foreign policy by Congress is sufficiently proved by
the vote which pronounces it; and such proposition, while
peuding and undetermined, is not a fit topie of diplomatie
explanation with any foreign Power.”

This resolution, #s thus reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, was, on motion of Mr.
Farnsworth, of Illinois, laid on the table by a vote
of yeas 69, nays 63.

At a subsequent day Mr. Davis, acting in his
capacity as a Representative, and not as an organ
of the Committee, introduced the same resolu-
tion, and asked a vote on its adoption. Upon
& suggestion from Mr. Btevens, of Pennsyl-
vania, the author of the resolution consented to
strike out the word * President”” and insert the
words “ Exccutive Department.” The previous
question was thereupon demanded and sustained—
yeas 68, nays 43, The first half of the resolutisn,
ending with the words ““ other things,” was adopt-
ed-—yeas 118, nays 8. The latter half was then
agreed to——yeas 67, nays 58. !

Of the sixty-seven members who voted in
the affirmative, forty-six (a majority of more
than two-thirds) were Demoerats and twenty-
one Republicans; while of the fifty-eight nega-
tive votes, fifty-six wore cast by Republicans
aod two only by Pemocrats. In other words,
twenty-one Republicans united with forty-six De-
moerats to censure the Executive, while two De-
mocrats united with fifty-six Republicans to resist
the measure. The Republicans who voted for the
resolution were Messrs. Allison of Towa, Ames of
Massachusetts, Anderson of Kentucky, Baxter of
Vermont, Blow and Boyd of Missouri, Davis of
Maryland, Garfield of Ohio, Griswold of New York,
Highy of California, Hubbard of Iowa, Jenckes of
Rhode Island, Moorhead of Pennsylvasia, Morrill
of Vermont, Orth of Indiana, Price of Iowa,
Schenck of Ohio, Bloan of Wisconsin, Smithers of
Delaware, Stevens of Pennsylvania, and Williams
of Pennsylvania.

It is known that the resolution of Mr. Davis was
direeted to the censure of a despatch written by
Mr. Seward to Mr. Dayton for the purpose of ad-
vising the latter, and through him the Govern-
ment of Franee, that a resolution previously adopt-
ed by the House of Representatives in protest
against the French oocoupation of Mexice would
work no difference in the neutral policy adopted
by the Executive branch of the Government on
this topie. And we have reourred to the subjeet
because we find the conduct of Mr. Seward, in writ-
ing that despatch, and of the members of the House
in condemning it, subjected to invidious comments
which scem to us equally out of place.

When the resolution as reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs had been rejeoted, and
before the same resolution as submitted by Mi.
Davis had been passed, the Washington correspon-
dent of the New York Anti-Slavery Standard wrote
as follows :

“ The debate on the Winter Davis resolution, Thursday
afterncon, is 8 specimen of the folly of debating every sub-
ject in Congress. Fortunalely the resolution was tabled,
for it ecertsinly would havé been a mislortune to have
paesed it, and thus deliberately have censured the Presi-
dent for bis foreign policy. Yet, at the same time, Mr.
Davis was not {ar from right in bis position. What intel-
ligent porson can deny that Mr. Seward's foreign policy
has been cringivg? Who ean deny that he dig groesly
insult the Houss n Lis despateh to Mr. Dayton 7 If Mr.
Davia had been content with & censure of Mr. Beward's
trestment of the House, he could have obtained it, but the
Republican members were not willing to censure the
foreign policy of the Government. Nor will a fair-minded
man deoy that the State Department has exhibited mush
more calmness than the House hax in reference fo our
foreign relations. 1 emnnot easily forget that the House
of Representatives thanked Comimodore Wilkes for eaptur-
ing Mason and Shdell. Tt went off in a sudden transport
of delight, whle Mr. S8éward already saw the daoger, and
was rendering & dissvowal of the procesdings compara-
tively easy. 1he Heuse is easily awayed by the passions
of the hour ; the Goverument is wupposed to rite above
them..

“ Winter Davis is & mao of magnificent talents, Ttisa
delight to hear him epeak. Hin olear, ringing tones elec-
trify bis sudience, and there is slways danger that be will
overeome the sound sense of his hearers. Hein & most
manly spenker. Hin independences compels sdmiration,
yet he in & dangerous leader; whoever follows him will
certainly go to destructicn.  He is no statesman, for he
loves opporition too well. He was made to be in a min:-
rity, and does not know how to eonduet himself when not-
ing with the mejority. The speeches made in reply to
bim by Messrs. Boutwell, Dawer, Littlejobp, and others
ware just, and defended the House from the eriticisma
hurled st it by Davis.

“Mr Sewnrd was wholly in the wrong in his deepateh ;
there can be o doutt of it; but that fact is hot sufficient
justifieation ior & vote of eensure upon the President. It
seemus 10 me that it was madoess for the Houee, in the
widst of » war which threatens to exhaust the means of
the eouatry, to indu'gs in an offeusive reiteration of the
Mouroe doctrine. Lo gentlemen propose mow to drive
Maximilian irom his throne ! Of oourse not. Then why
not wait till we are willing to back our words with sets 1
Mr. Lineoln bas certainly got the right idea of the policy to
be folluwed with foreign Governments. He will endure
any thing and every thing for the sake of conquering the
rebele, for he well knows that il we are sueceesful in this
war there will be no trouble respecting our foreign policy
alter it is over. Knglsud nod Frauce will be very glad to
treat us with conederation, and as fir Maximilian, if the
Mexican people do ot desire to keep him, he will be eom-
pelled to decamp.”

This is a fair specimen of the political “ Buns-
byisms" by which certain ““loyal” writers under-
take to mean nothing when they say something, or
to say notling when they mean something. It
wes a fortunate thing that Mr. Davis's resolution
did not pass, for to have passed it wonld have been
deliberately to censare the foreign poliey of the
President.” “Tet it must be admitted,” quoth
this master of sic et non, “ that Mr Davis was not
far from right in his position, and the President
therefore, it must be conceded, was far from being
right in his.” “Mr. Seward, writing for the
Prosident, was indeed, wholly in the wrong in this
despatoh—there can be no doubt of it,”” and yet
“Mr. Scward has exhibited much more ocalmness
than the House in reference to our foreign relations,
and the inference therefore is that lio was not far
from being right in this case when there is no
doubt that he was altogether in the wrong.”

The reader will find in this specimen of compo-
sition a good illustration of the difficulties which
attend the profersion of journalism under certain
circumstances, when to have definite opinions on
any subjeot is fraught with the danger of coming
in confliot with the “policy of the President.” It
must be admitted that the House of Representa-
tives committed a gross act of ‘“disloyalty,” if to
censure any proceeding of the President be tanta-
munt to treason, but if the ocorrespondent had

waited until the resolution of Mr. Davis had Leen
actually passed he might perhaps have deemed it
prudent to modify his language on this score.

It is very common with a certain class of pseudo-
patriots to see in all dissent from the * policy”
of the Executive at this time & proof of conscious
or unconscious delinquency, but it seems that
& majority of the House of Representatives has ot
yet been brought to take this view of political duty.

A RECONNOISSANCE IN THE VALLEY.

Correspondence of the New York Times.
MippLe MiLiTary DivisioN, Dec 23, 1864,

On Mouday, the 10th instant, the Third Cavalry Divi-
sion, Gen. Custer, started on & reconnoissance yp (he Val-
ley, and returned to eamp last evening, having successfully
accomplished the objeet of the movement.

The column was preceded by a party of scouts, under
Major Young. Rebel scouts were met with st intervals
all along the road up to Woodstock, where the command
went into camp the first night. On Tuesdsy moroivg the
march was continued up the pike. At Edeoburg three
companies of rebel cavalry were picketing, but this foree
offered but little resistance, and were driven away by the
scouts under Major Young, eapturing four of the party.
On Tueedsy night the command encamped on both sides
of the road, near Lacy’s Spriug, nine miles south of New
Murket, the First Brigade, Col. Penniogton, being in ad-
vance; the Becond Brigade, Gen. Chapman, in tge resar,
The usual precautions were taken to guard against sur-
prise, aud nothing transpired during the night to alarm the
camp: but st sbuut six o'clock (just before dayli ht) the
following morning, the pickets of the Bawndv grigade.
(First New Hampshire Cavalry,) guarding s rosd leading
in a westerly direction to the back road, gave an alurm,
und instantly & whole brigade of rebel cavulry, beaded by
Gen, Payoe, made a dash around the pioket into the eamp,
and were within a few yards of the Eighth New York be.
fore discovered at that point. This regiment was instant-
ly engaged, but, buiu'i‘uvarvnwared by superior numbers,
fell buck, when the First Vermont, Col. Welle, and Fif-
teenth aud Twentysecond New York wera brought in,
‘and the enemy were charged out of camp, and driven be-
tween one and two miles, While the Second Brigude was
thus enguged, a force of the enemy, estimated to number
about three hundred men, charged in from the same side
of the road upon the First Brigade. Theso were,in & very
short time, driven off with heavy loss. Here the men of
the Second Ohio sbt in their enddles until the enemy wers
within fiity yarde, when the Ohio boys eommenced emp-
tying rebel saddles with their seven shootare, and, after
firiog one volley, charged, scatteriog them in every direc-
tion. When the dash was made around the pickets of the
First New Hampshire upon the Second Brigade nbout fifty
of the First New Hampshire boys were cut off. These
were all eaptured except Lieut. Col. Hutohings and fif-
teen men. Capt. Lee, provost marshal of the division, re-
ports baving received thirty three prisouers, ( including two
caplains,) representing the Seventh, Eighth, and Twelfth
Virginia Cavalry,

After this brief affair, finding ‘that Wharton's (late
Rhodes’s) division of infantry was coming down the pike,
aud the special object of the expedition having been nc-
complished, Gen. Custer fell back, without being molested
by the enemy.

It appenrs that the enemy received early information of
this muvement on Monday night by seout to New Market,
and from thence the news was telegraphed to Staunton,
{the infantry headquarters, and to Waynesboro, the eavalry
headquarters. That night Rosser marched to Harrisburg,
and the next morning moved down the back road, while
the infantry came down the pike, and, by & foreed march,
reached Lacy's Spring on Wednesday morning, when the
sttack was made.

Al lesst fifteen of the enemy were killed, and a large
number are known to have beeu wouuded. Our loss was
two killed sud twenty-two wounded. The men suffered
terribly from cold, and some of them had their feet frozen
on the mareh,

The only rebel foree now in the Valley ia believed to be
Roeser's cavalry and Wharton's division of infantry. The
prisuners taken bad not heard of Hood’s disseter, nor do
they know much about Sherman.

POPULAR VOTE FOR PRESIDENT.

From the New York Tribune of Saturday.

The Tribune Almanse for 1365, which will be published
in  few days, will contain official returns of the vote for
Presidential Elsctors from nearly every Btate in the Union.
In consequence of the esrly meeting of the Electoral Col-
leges, it was impossible to get in all the returns in some

THE WAR IN;TENNESSEK,

HOOD'S PONTOON TRAIN TAKEN.~THE RE-
BELS ABANDON THEIR TRAINS.

Despatches from Gen. Thomas, dated the 26tk instaot,
represent his army as still in pursuit of Hood's broken
and disorganized forces. He transmits to Gen. Halleck,
from Lis bendquarters at Pulaski, the following despateh :

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS,
Beyond Pulaski, December 26th,

There seems to be little doubt that the rebels have gone
to Baiobridge, eight miles above Florence, fearing a flunk
wovement from Stevenson. Two corpi—Stewart’s and
Lee's—went by this road to Lexington. Cheatham’'s went
toward Lawrenceburg, taking the old military road, eight
wiles below Lawrenceburg. ‘Ths people sny the rebels
are suffering immenrely. Buford's wound is ssid to be
uite severe. A Mr. Carter .I..r the Colonel commanding
the pontoon transportation told him that he was guing to
Bainbridge. They left hore on Thursday norning, Cheat-
ham's ammunition trmnzurmlnn. of fifteen or twenty
wagouns, was abandoned here. The mules wers put in to
help the pontoons slong. Gen. Lee was saverely woundsd
in the fight at Naehville, His corps is now communded
by Btevenson. The rebels have lost eighteen Generals in
killed, wounded, aud cuptured sines they started Nortb.,

They acknowledge sixty-eight piecas of aruillery lost.

James H. WiLsonN,
Brevet Major General.

Gen. Thomae, in transmitling the foregoing despatch,
sayn

‘“ A later deepateh, of six P. M. on the 25lh instant,
states that in pressiog the enemy Harrison's brigade eame
upen the enemy’s infantry, strongly posted in rail breast-
works, and so close did be rush up that in being eompelled
to fall back the loss «f one gun was involved. The posi-
tion was, however, tsken ten minutes afterwards, but the
enewy had run the gun off. The rebel fores s eight bri-
gades of five hundred to six hundred men each. Gen, Wood,
commanding the Fourth Corps, is in support of Gen. Wil
gon, and both will continue tue pursuit zealously. I have
heard from Steadman to-day, He disembarked his troops
from carson Limestone oreek, seven wiles from Deestur,

snd was marching on that place at seven A. M. to-day,
(the 261h.)

0

HOOD'S ARMY STEADILY RETREATING TO-
WARDS THE TENNESSEE RIVER.

NASHVILLE, DECEMBER 28.—Tte advance of our Army
was on Tuesday night twenty-ons miles scuth of Colum-
bia, about balf-way between that place and the Tennecssee
river. The roads, on sccount of the heavy ruins, are
nearly impasaable. Hood 1s steadily retreatiog belore our
advancing troops. Prisoners who have deserted nre being
brought in every day. Two hundred reschsd here yes-
terdsy. It is reported that Hood intends to resch the
Tennessce river, near the mouth of Elk rver. Gen.
Thomss having foreed him considerably to the east, the
military authorities consider the situation VEry encourag
ing. Ruilread snd telegraphic communicution s open to
Columbia, on ths Tennesses and Alabama rivers, und the
rond will s0on bae in running order to Chattanooga. The
rivers are ab a stand, with eighteen festl of wator on the
shoals.

THE RIGHT OF ASYLUM.,

The uble and lueid explination of the Toronto Globa, of
the 224, of the principles of (he right of asylum, and of the
true sentiments of the Cansdian people in relation to it and
its violation, will commend itself to the American public as
an sdditionsl evidence of the sineerity of our neighbors io
their intention to prevent in future, ue far as they possibly
ean, any repetition of cur border difficulties. Want of
#pace prevents cur giving the entiro arliole, but we append
its éuneluding paragraph ax exemplify ing its tone throughout:

** We tell the apologials fur the islonious doings of the
Bouthern chivalry that they misunderstand the Canadian
people. They are not the unprineipled, short-sighted fools
they suppose them to be. They cherish the right of asylum
a1 they do their fealty to the Crown, but they know it to
be inconsistent and subversive of that right that this land
should be made the rendezvous where banditti may con-
gregate unmolested, confieredly to perpetrate deeds which
‘rhall make eivilization shudder.' Theywill not permit it,
though they should take arms in their hands and expel the
marauders from their soil.  Confident that we spenk the
sentiments of the paople, cartain that every true Canadian
heart will respond to the words we have uttered, we eall
upon the Government, as they value the peace, prosperity,
honor, and happiness of the land, that, st the spprosching

of the large Western Btates, such as Missouri, Tows, the
Michigan Peninsula, Minnesots, &e., but these deficien-
cies are trivial, and make no difference in the relative pre-
portion of the vota. The aggregate vote, as sctually
retarned, is 3,957,702—say 4 000,000, including such as
were excluded by being too late. Of those duly returned
tho respective candidates had—

Abrabam Lineoln........oovvvnvininnnninns 2,182,502

George Brinton MoClellan................ 1,775,200

Msjority for Lincoln ........ocovvvennn... 407,302
Taking the entire popular vota in all the States entitled
to ' volee, wa way put Liveoln's clear mujority at four
hundred snd fifty thousand. The vote in datail (estiwmat-
ing Oregon) is as fullows, comparing wilh the same States

in 1860 :

meeting of the Legwlature, they will bring forward such
mensures an are necessary fur the preservation of amity
with our nsighbors and the vindieation of our truth before
the world."” *

We bope that the present honorable feeling of Canada
will be responded to on our side by & return to the kindest
and most friendly relations.— Detroit Free Press.

DEFALCATION OF AN INTERNAL REVENUE]
COLLECTOR.

It bae lately been discovered that L. G. Berry, the Col
leetor of Internal Reveuus at Dotroit, is a defaulter in the
sum of over $100,000. He is representd na being oue of
the pure patriots who only & few weeks sgo wers de-
nounciog honest men as ** copper-heads,” * tiattors," * re-
bal sympathizars,” ete., on secount of their politieal opin-
ions. His care bas been taken in hand by the Detroit
Board of Trade, wbich, under the lasd of Mr. Dunesn
Stewart, an honorable and upright member of the Repub-
lican party, ndopted on Tuesday Iast the following memo-
rial to the President:

Boarp oF Trape Roows,
Detroit, Dicember 13, 1804,
To his Excellency Abrabam Lineoln,
President of the United States:

The Board of Trade of the eity of Detroit deew it & pub
lie duty to eall the attantion of your Excellency to the mis-
use of the publie funds by L. G Berry, Colleetor of [nter-
nal Revenue ut this point.

Fur over three yenrs tan country has been coverad with
shame and filled with dismay at the almost daily discove-
riea of fraude upon the Government. The ssae with which
those implieated have sseaped justios hus baen & preminm
to erime. Taxsation has aroused the people to a sense of
theee cnormities, and it is not to be supposed that heavy
burdens will be barna patiently aod without murmuring
where such conduet in permitted and goes unpunished.

President, 1864, Presfdent, 1860,
States. Lincoln. McClellan. Lincoln. All othera
Californin.......... 43,844 26 357 J9073 79,607
Conmecticut....... 44,601 42 256 43,702 RER
Delaware. ......... 8,156 B,767 3816 12 224
1llinoie.............. 1B949G 158730 172,161 167,542
Indiana, o 160,238 130233 139,033 143,110 |
lows.... veee HROTH 49 K96 70 409 67 022
Kansas ... 16 411 3,691
Kentucky . 2500 61478 1,364 144 552
Maine............... 61,03 44211 G811 30,107
Maryland .......... 40,153 32739 29204 90,208
Massschusotte, ... 126742 45745 106533 62642
Michigan........... B5,52 67,370  s8450 66,267
Minnaota.......... 25,000 17,375 22,060 12,730
Missouri............ 71,192 L2909, 17,023 14849
Nevadn, (et ).... 10,217 1 9=4 o .
New Hampahire. 34342 32200 370019 2544
New Jorsey....... 60723 03,024 59,324 2,01
New York.......... 384765 361,986 362,646 312510
Ohio............oeo. 2064975 206,667 231,810 210 834
Oregon, (rst. ) ... B.900 6,000 5,270 9,140
Pennaylvanin...... 206391 206316 264030 20412
Rhode lsland. 13602 8740 12,244 T
Vermont . 42419 13,321 33,500 0,054
West Vieginn.... 23,152 10,434 44 097
Wirconsin ........ S0,0:2 63,023 G oe 70
Tolal.............2 182,502 1,775,200 1 864,523 2,001,003
Por oent....conrunns 5016 4455 4= 20 R
Linecolu's waj..... 407,302 ......Anti-Lineoln waj. 139,570

Whaole vate in 1860, 3R686G1G; in 1864, (ertimating
that not counted,) 4,000 000; inoresse, 131,381, The er-
tirs vote for President in 1560, ineludir g all the Southern
States, was 4,620,192

WHOLESOME CHECK TO MILITARY USURPATION

From the Alexandria State Journal, (Repub.)

Bome time since Col. White, Gen. Butler's provost mar-
shal in Northsmpton and Acoomec countiee, issued an
order for an election to be held on the 26th instant, to
ascertain whether the peopla of thoes counties, including
the rebels of course, wished the operation of the State
Government suspended, sa at Norfolk. President Linooln,
hearing of this fact, issued an order yestorday (224) to
Col. White to suspend the election.

On the ssme day the President sent a communiestion
to Gen, Butler, stating to him that, as a ruls of setion, he
whis to interfere with the civil authorities in no osee except
where the military necessities required it, and in that case
only so far as they required it. He stated that if the sani
tary eondition ol any city was o bad as to endanger the
health of the soldiery, and the eivil authorities would not
apply the necessary remedies, and in one or two other
contingencies meationed by the President, the military
commandaut was suthorized to take that particulsr mat-
ter into his own hande, and even to levy a tax upon the

people to defray its exponses; but beyond that he bad no
suthority to go. In other respests the functions of civil
government were to be unmolestad.

We hope this settles the long-sontinned and unprofitable
strife botween our civil and wilitary authorities. There
are limits to the military authority, and within them the
military commandant i supreme, but the administration
of oivil law, the suspension of civil government, and the in-
stitution of military instead of eivil courte, never waa in-
oluded within those limite. Then the ecivil powsr is su-
preme. Enoh jurisdiction i cloarly defined, and he who
orra in regard to the boundaries betweon them must err
willully, snd ought to ba held strietly responsible for
hin notn.

The organ of the Canadisn Prime Minister sdvoostes
the passage of an alien bill at the pext session of Parlia-
ment, the design of which is said to be the expulsion of

Bouthern sympathizers from the provines.

| of this Board have offered up

We have arrived at s point in the fortunes of the country
whers the Government must show its power and honesty
| to retain the support and respect of the prople—when jus
| tiee, in ita sternest form, must overtake the wring-doers,

leaving no bops of pardon or eseape, W sineerely be-
| lieve thews sentiments will find a responss in the heart of
| your Excellency. We are of the opinion that exslted so-

einl position, wealth, «flicial station, politieal influence, snd
| previous good character should unlitate sgainst and not in
tavor of those who betray sooial truste and violata implieit
confidence, All these advantages are safeguarda thrown
around such persons, that meu of less note have not, to
shield thew from temptation.

Many near and dear relatives aod friends of the members
their lives on the battle field
ne u willing suerifice for the publio guod, sod we would
consider any furlber favor or leniency toward thoss who
do so much to unhivge public confidence su vutrage on the
memories and & blot on the patriotiem of the falicn brave,
In their name, and in the nawe of the many burdens we so
willingly bear, we prag that your Excellency will take
such steps ua will save the eountry tor the future from
these most disgraceful doings of dishonest and unfsithful
wen, For our own part we will vever cease to hold up
such men to the public scorn, and ineite the pubiic at large
to demand from those in authority the imwediate trial,
couviotion, and pusishmeat of such offenders.

With grent reapeot this Board rewaius your Excellency's
faithful and obedient servants,

I'HE LATE COL. CHARLES A. MAY.

This gallnat officer, whose exploita in the old Regular
Army duriog the Mexican war, were the {heme of his
country’s praise, d.ed suddenly of disenss of the heart, at
the New York Hotel, on Saturday last. Col. May was
born in Washington, in 1818, snd was sppointed sseond
heutennot of the Secoud Regiment Dragoons in 1806, At
the beginuivg of the war with Mexico, ne joined the forces
under Gen. Unylor, and asenmed the command of & squad-
ron of his reguoent,  He took part in the battle of Palo
Alto, and was breveted mejor for gallantry aud distine
guished services in that action. He was «ne of the heroes
of the followiog battle of Ressnen ds Is Pa'mn, where he
chargad a battery of eighteen-pounders, leading his dra
govns up to the guns, and sabreing the guooers at their
pieces. For thie he ressived a brevet ¢ mmission of
lieuternut colonel, for gallantry aud highly distinguished
conduct in aetion. At the battle of Buean Vista, whers
be was wonnded, he agam distinguished himseli, nod the
brevot of eolonel was conforred upon him for gallsnt and
meritorious conduet, Col. May resigned his commission
in 1500, nud having marcied the daughter of Georgs Law,
took up bis residence ia the ecity of New York whers he
haw mince lived. For several years past ho has been Su
perintendent of the Eighth Avenue Rulroad —Com, Adp

Information baa been received st the Intarior Depart-
went of the discovery of an immense sileer mine on the
western slope of the Caseads Monntaing, in Washington
Territory.

I'HE CAPTURE OF SAVANNAH.

Capture of One Hundred and Fifty Cannon and
rge Supplies of Ammunition and Coton.

Official despatches reccived at the War Depart-
ment on Sunday evening from Generals Sherman
and Foster announece the capture of Savannsh on
the 21st instant, with eight hundred prisoners,
thirty-three thousand bales of cotton, one hundred
and fifty heavy guns, thirteen locomotives, one hun-
dred and ninety cars, and large stores of smmuni-
tion, &o. Gen. Hardee, anticipating an assault,
¢vacuated the city on the preceding day and night,
after blowing up the iron-clads and burning the
navy yard. Most of the obstructions in the chan~
nel have been removed, and communication has
been opened with the steamers. The city contains

about twenty thousand inhabitants. We subjoin
the despatohes.

BAvANNAH, (GA.) DecEMBER 22.
His Excelleney President LixcoLs: I beg to present
you as s Christmas gift the oity of Savannab, with one hun-
dred and filty heavy guns and plenty of ammunition, snd
also about twenty-five thousand bales of sotton.
W. T. BHERMAN, Msjor General.

S8TEAMER GOLDEN GATE,
8 h Riser, D ber 227 P. M.

To Lieut. Gon. GRANT and Maj. Gen H, W, HALLECK :

I iave the honor to report that I bave just returned from
Gen. Sherman's headquarters in Savanoah,

I send Major Gray, of my stafl, as baarer of despatches
from Gen. SBherman to you, and also a message to the
Prosident.

The city of Savannah was oceupied on the morning of
the 21st. @Gen. Hnrdu.nutigipnﬂng the contemplated ua-
sault, cecaped with the main body of his infantry and light
artillery on the morning of the 20th, by erossing the river
to Union Causewny, opposite the city. The rebel iron-
clads wers blown up, und the navy yard was burned, All
tho rest of the city is intact, sud contains twenty thousand
citizens, quist and well disposed.

The captures include eight hundred prisoners, one hun~

dred and fifty guns, thirteen losomotives in good order,one
huadred and ninety ears, a large supply of smmunition and
materials of war, three steamers and thirty three thousand
bales of cotton, safely stored in warehouses. All these va-
lusble fruits of an almost bloodless victory have been, like
Atlunta, fairly won,
I opened eommunication with the city with my steamers
to-day, taking up what torpedoes we could see, and passing
anfely over othere. Arrangements are made to elear the
chanuel of all obstructions.

J. G. FosTer, Masjor General.

By the steamer California, which arrived at

hours from Fort Pulaski, in Savannah river, we
have some sadditional particulars of the capture of
Savannah, ay follows: '

“ On the 20ih instant, Gen. Sherman, having nearly com
pleted the investment of the city and captured Fort Lee
and soversl other minor outworks in the immediate vi-
cinity of the priucipsl entrenchments surrounding the
town, and planting his siegs batteries in such close prox
iwity to the rebel lines as to eommand effectually every
position held by the forces under the command of Gen.
Hardee, sent & summons by flag-of-truce to the effset that
if the place was not ina certain length of time surrendered
& bombardment and assault would be at onee commenced.
To this summons the wily rebel General sent back a reply
that, as his communieations were yet open, and his men
fully supplied with subsistence stores of every kind, they
were enabled to withstand a long siege, and he was de-
termined to hold the city to the very last moment, and de-
fend the citizens and the property which had been placed
under bis protection until his forces were overpowered
and he be compelled to surrender,

* Every praparation had been made by Sherman to as

snult the rebel position the next day, but when the morn-
ing of the 21st instaut dawned it was aseertsined that the
enemy bad evacusted their entrenchments. Several regi-
wenls of infantry immediately advacced snd took posses-
sion of themw, and shortly afterwards Gen. Sherman enter-
ad the cily st the head of bis body-guard, and recsived
from the hands of & deputation of its citizens the surrender
of the place.
‘It appears that Gen. Hardee, on the night of the 20th,
#ecing the impossibility of bolding the city, and fearing that
the only means of escape left open to him—seross the Sa-
vannah—waas likely to be eut off at any moment, determin-
od to avail himsclf of this route for bis retreat. His troops
immedintely set to work to hastily destroy the navy yard
and all the Government property, and at twilight, under
the protection of two iroc-ciad rams, succeeded in eross-
ing the Bavannsh river, over the canseway to the north
side, intendiog to push forward to Charleston,

“Thirty-two thousand bales of cotton were stowed ih the
city, which the rebels in their haste neglested to destroy.
The two iron-clad raws were sunk, and all the Govern-
ment property and stores which they could not carry off
with them they burned or threw into the river. Four
stenmers, one & swall gunboat, were captured, which, toge-
ther with the cotton and a large amount of the rebel muni-
tions «f war, form parl of the spoila of the vietorious army.”

THE PURSUIT OF HOOD.

A despateh from the correspondent of the Times with
Gen. Thomas's army writes from Columbia, under date of
the 231 instant, that Hood's pontoons and equipage have
been eaptured, and that his eavalry bave abandoned most
of their wagon trains. The rebel army appears to be utterly
deworalizad. Another secount, by way of Nashville, statea
that Hood's pontoons had been swept away. The Tennes.
ace river was u ususlly high, in many plsces inundating the
surrounding country and rendering the passage over of
Hood's arwy no impossibility. The headquarters of Gien.
Ttomans were still st Columbia on the 24th, although our
army was pushing on after the rebel forees. It was ru-
mored that Hood's soldiers wers pressed so severely by
their puraners that they bad been compelled to abandon
their wagon trains,

REBEL ACCOUNTS FROM SHERMAN.

The following extract from Richmond pa

of Tuesday has been forwarded tothe War De-
partment by Gen. Grant: ;

** An official despateh from Gen. Beauregard, dated De-
comber 25, and received yesterday, states that Gen. Har-
dee reports that a foree of the enemy's infantry, artillery,
and cavalry has moved from Savannsh towacds the Alts-
maha river. Gen. Hardee bas made proper dispositions to
check the column. Its object is probably to destroy tha
Bavaunah, Albany, and Gulf Railroad, ite depots, &c. No
report lina beea received from Gen. Hood since the 25th of
November.” :

THE REBELS IN KENTUCKY.

LOUVISVILLE, DEc, 25 —An officer of the 6th I"'““{-
Whatkine's brigade, reports that six hundredj of Lyon's
oavalry went from Elizabethtown to Heydenaville yester-
day, and that caonousdiog was heard at Muldragh Hill
from the direotivn of Elizabsthtown laat otan‘hu,
from a collision batween Geuerals MeCook's and s
forers.

narters are advised that the remainder of Lyon's
mf.f":,df.mmm at two thousand, with but one piece of
artillery, left klizsbothtown at two o’clock this morning,
going toward Heydeosville, iuqu!rm. on the route the way
1o Greensburg. Lagraoge's brigade of MoCook's eom-
wand was reporied closely upon their rear. L himsell
was at Hodgeaville yesterday. His foroes oot aseail
Muldragh kil this morniog, secordiog to their previously
announesd intenticn,

running order on Wadnesday.

Ono Friday night Lyon's fores wes to have
burusd express train No. 4, which con a detachment
of two hundred soldiers wnd threa officers, en route to
\Nuhvilb to join Bherman's army. The officsrs and sol
diers were paroled, the former retaimiog their side-arma,

Fortress Monroe on Sunday night, in fifty-eight -

The damage to the railroad is so slight that it will be in :




